





             THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE        





                   UNBORN LITTLE PEOPLE








       From the moment of conception to the moment 


    of  birth  there is  a  growing  organism  in  a 


    mother's  body.  Is  that  organism, the "fetus", 


    merely tissue or is that fetus a human  being? 


    In these days of rapid scientific  advance  in 


    the  area  of  manipulating   the   fertilized 


    mother's egg and of the  free  destruction  in 


    many cases of that fetus through  abortion  it 


    is necessary to take a long, tough look at the 


    humanity and personhood of  that  fetus,  that 


    developing and  yet  unborn  organism  in  the 


    mother's womb.





       Those who  recognize  there  is  a  God  in 


    Heaven will want  to  consider  what  He  says 


    about the matter.  God has revealed  His  will 


    through  the  authors  of  the  Old  Testament 


    first, then through His  revelation  given  in 


    the New Testament.  Go to  the  New  Testament 


    and see how God, the creator  of  life,  views 


    the yet unborn fetus.





       The question of abortion is often  pressing 


    and perplexing.  Then, there is the  call  for 


    affirming the  "rights"  of  the  mother.   At 


    times the physical life of the  mother  is  in 


    jeopardy.





       When the decision to abort  the  developing 


    fetus is about to  be  made,  go  to  the  New 


    Testament and you will discover that the fetus 


    is an  unborn  child  and  therefore  must  be


    treated as a human being and as a person.  The 


    taking of the life of the fetus is the  taking 


    of human life.  The New Testament is clear  on 


    this.





       Take the New Testament and consider several 


    lines of evidence.   In  doing  so,  recognize 


    that the New Testament you hold in  your  hand 


    has  been  translated  from  a  collection  of 


    inspired documents written by the Apostles and 


    their associates  in  the  Greek  language,  a 


    language even in those  early  days  that  was 


    rich  in  vocabulary  and   highly   developed 


    grammatically with its system of case endings. 


     


    Here are the lines of thought to consider: 








    MATT. 1:2   THE  FATHER  "BEGETS"  THE


    CHILD.   "Abraham begot Isaac."  The  "begets"


    of  the New Testament, often ridiculed as  quaint


    and  archaic, are strong statements of the humanity 


    of the unborn  infant.   The  Greek  word  for 


    "beget",  (gennetai) is  applied  to 


    both the action of the father and the  mother; 


    the father in impregnating the  mother's  egg, 


    and the mother in  birthing  the  child.   The 


    case is the same in the Old Testament with the 


    Hebrew work for "beget", yeled.





    This means that the mother carries  the  human 


    life  that  the  father  began   in   her   at 


    conception and she  herself  "begets"  as  she 


    gives birth to  the  child.   See  the  record 


    found in the Gospel of Luke, "The Holy  Spirit 


    shall come  upon  thee...therefore  also  that 


    holy thing which shall be born of  thee  shall 


    be called the Son of God."  (Luke  1:35)   The


    life that the Blessed Mother  carried  in  her 


    body was called a "holy thing", and  was  "the 


    Son of God."  From the instant of the Heavenly 


    Father's visitation through the Holy Spirit to 


    the womb of Mary the "holy thing", the "Son of 


    God" was there.  In a less mysterious, but  no 


    less wonderful way, from the moment the father 


    impregnates the mother's egg, a human being is 


    there. 








    JOHN 16:21  THE CONTENTS OF THE WOMB


    CALLED "CHILD".  "As soon as she is delivered             


    of the child she remembers no more the  anguish, 


    for joy that a man is born into the world."   What 


    she carries and what she delivers is called  a 


    "child",  paidion.  She  is  thrilled 


    that she has brought forth a human  being,  an 


    anthropos.











    1 PET. 2:2  THE WORD "EMBRYO" OR


   “FETUS" IS APPLIED BOTH BEFORE AND


    AFTER  BIRTH.  "As newborn babes, desire the


    sincere milk of  the word...".  Here,  reference  is


    made  to  the intitial craving of the newborn child


    for  its mother's milk.  The word "babes" translates 


    the Greek word brephe. (singular brephos).





    This word brephos is used to describe the child 


    both inside the mother's womb and outside the 


    mother's womb.  Kindly compare two  statements 


    found in Luke's Gospel.   Luke  1:44  narrates 


    the words of the Elizabeth,  the  mother-to-be 


    of John the Baptist when she was met by  Mary, 


    the mother-to-be of the Lord Jesus.  Elizabeth 


    says, "For, lo, as soon as the  voice  of  thy


    salutation sounded  in  mine  ears,  the  babe 


    leaped in my womb for joy."  The  word  "babe"           


    is brephos.  That very word  is  used 


    at Luke 2:12 to describe the baby outside  the 


    womb, now delivered from the  mother.   "...Ye 


    shall  find  the  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling 


    clothes, lying in  the  manger."   The  "babe" 


    translates brephos and  refers  to  the  Baby 


    Jesus in the arms of Mary.   The  unborn  John 


    the Baptist is called  a  "babe".   The  newly 


    born Baby Jesus is called a "babe",  God views 


    the unborn "babes" as human beings. ,











    1  COR.  15:8   THOSE  WHO  SURVIVE


    ABORTION EFFORTS OR WHO ARE BORN


    PREMATURELY.  "Last  of all he was seen of me


    also, as of one born out of due time".  Paul calls


    himself  "one  born out of due time."  It sounds as 


    if  he  calls himself  some  kind  of  "premature


    baby" as compared to the stature of the other


   Apostles.“Born out of due time" actually


   translates the    single Greek term,  ektromata.


   The word means "to commit abortion" or  "to  be  a 


   product   of   abortion".  Physically and doctrinally,


    and  sometimes in  human  relationships, Paul was


    or could be somewhat unattractive.  He recognized


    this but  affirms that with all his shortcomings, he 


    is still  a valid Apostle.





    The  line  of  argument  runs  that  time  and 


    circumstances  alone  did  not  determine  his 


    Apostleship.   So,  too,  the  baby  that   is 


    aborted before the  delivery  date  but  which 


    survives is accorded the dignity of personhood 


    as is the premature baby  who  survives.   Put 


    another way, God views the fetus as  a  person /


    no matter where that person may be in the time 


    schedule of development  within  the  mother's 


    womb. 








   Taking the life of the unborn child is not new 


    to  modern   society.    Early   2nd   Century 


    literature   circulated   in   the   Christian 


    community expressly  forbad  the  practice  of 


    abortion.  "Do not murder a child by abortion, 


    nor, again, destroy that which is born,"  says 


    one early Christian source (Barnabas 19:5). ,








    It  is  true  the  New  Testament   does   not 


    expressly   make   a   statement    forbidding 


    abortion.  Nor did the New Testament frontally 


    attack  other  issues,  slavery  for  example. 


    However God's revelation set forth in the  New 


    Testament  clearly  expresses  the  principles 


    that led to the  downfall of the slave  trade. 


    So, too, God shows us that  the  unborn  fetus 


    stands in His set of values as child, a  human 


    being He has created, a person!








    Call abortion a convenient surgical  procedure 


    if you will, it is the taking of a human life. 


    Whether this is murder, homicide, manslaughter 


    or a necessary choice to preserve the mother's 


    threatened  life...according   to    the   New 


    Testament it is clearly the taking of a  human 


    life.  Keep this fact clearly in mind.
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